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BHouse of Representatives
T ashington, VL 20515-4004

March 20, 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. John T. Bird. Mr. Bird owns Carleton
Professional Tree Equipment. Mr. Bird has stated that a competing company is in violation of
federal law.

Attached is Mr. Bird’s description of the stated violation. Your review of Mr. Bird’s
inquiry, in strict accordance with governing rules and regulations, would be greatly appreciated.

Please call if you have any questions regarding this Inquiry. You can reach me or Emily
Davis of my Spartanburg office at (864) 583-3264.

Sincerely,
Trey Gowdy
Member of Congress
TG/ED
1234 Lonawon id House Drrice Buiming 104 S0UTH MAIN STREET 101 WesT ST. JoriN STREET
WASHNGTEeS, OC 20873 GREENVILLE, SC 20601 SPARTANBULRG, SC 24306
(B g . <554) 2270775 ) 864 583-3264
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PROFESSIONAL
THEE EQUIPMENT

J.P. Carlton Company Div. DAF, Inc.

121 John Dodd Road

Spartanburg, South Carolina 29303

864-578-9335  800-243-9335 ¢ FAX 864-578-0210

February 26, 2013

Trey Gowdy
1404 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Gowdy;

JP Carlton Company is a manufacturer located in the Spartanburg, SC employing over 65
staff. We have been at this location over 20 years. As our South Carolina
representative you should be concerned with JP Carlton’s ability to be competitive in the
marketplace.

I am writing to you to report what I believe to be a gross violation of the EPA’s rules

regarding flexibility allowances under the Transition program. These violations by a

competitor out of Michigan are putting Carlton at an extreme disadvantage in the
arketplace and threatening South Carolina jobs!

Under these EPA flexibility allowances it is specifically stated that manufacturers are not
allowed to stockpile engines to avoid compliance. I have reason to believe Bandit
Industries in Remus, MI  has been doing just that. 1 believe they have been working
with one of their suppliers — Power Great Lakes - to provide non compliant engines well
beyond their flexibility allowance. 1 believe they have done this by stock piling non
compliant engines and not counting these against their flexibility allowances,

Attached is an article from Tree Care Industry Magazine where Jerry Morey, President of
Bandit Industries, admits to stock piling of non-compliant engines, bragging that strong
revenues have allowed them to purchase as many engines as they can!!
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These violations by a competitor put all compliant manufacturers at a significant
chsadvantage while hurting the environment, accelerating climate change, while showing
complete disregard for EPA laws.

I expect the EPA to investigate this matter and enforce the law, Please let me know of
your findings.

Sincerely,

John T. Bird
JP Carlton Company

Attachment: Tree Care Industry February 2013 Page 50

cc: Nikki R. Haley Governor
Robert M Hitt I1l Secretary of Commerce
Lindsey Graham
Gilen Reese
Donna Wood
US EPA
Annette Hebert CARB
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The Official Publication of the Tree Care Industry Association
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C hmate Change dl]d What It Means for Insect Pests
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“With the compact body width at only
23 wches, getting close to buildings or
o fitting through gate openings to access
stumps is quick and easy,” says Kainz.

Other features on the $G340 include a
140cc Honda OHV engine, 22-inch, 4-
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We're already a month into 2013, and
as | write this we're having another mild
winter in Michigan despite all the predictions
to the contrary. Not everyone in the country
has teen so fortunate, and there's still plenty
; af time: for Mother Nature to slap ouwr wrists
! and remind us what she's capable of. But on
i the whole it inaks like many cf us could have
another early spring.

The mild conditions last year gave many

Rayco!s RG27 Super Ir machinss are designed to give wider cutting dimensians, lower cenler of gravity, more traction and
fioatation, and better visitifity whilg cutting,

stumps even 1 ught spaces,” Sean
Dwyer, global product maunager fou

ply pneumatic tires; a double-banded
belt drive; and a fully enclosed housing,.

tree crews an early start, and that ceralnly
played a role in Bandit havirg sirong sales all
through 2012, This atlowed us to purchase
a larye supply of Tier 3 engines for our
equipment, and we packed gur warghouses
with as many as we could get
I'm sure sveryone is now aware of Tier
4 emissions requlations and how expensive
these new Tier 4 engines are turning aut to
be. These reguiations also allow us to sall
existing Tier 3 and Tier 3 flex engines we have
. Instock before swilching over, so we investad
heavily in these less expensive engines. I'm
nappy to say that Bandit has an ample supply
of these engines for 2013, but how long they
last will of course depend on demand. Once
our al'oimentis usad up, we'll switch to Tier 4,
We do this not to simply delay the
| inevitable, but to allow engine manutacturers
© and aJr customers more time to adapt ta the
new ragulations, and for markets to stabhilize.
i ]‘he nsw engines are really quits impressive,
: and as they coms more into the markst prices
will hopetully ease, as is often the case with
new tachnolcgies. In the meantims, if you're
planning a chipper or larger stump grinder
upgrade in the next few years, acting soomner
¢ while Tier 3 and Tier 3 Flex machines ére
‘ availasle can save you some maonsy and

possitie aggravation.
s -
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‘1 “ — Jerry Morey

Circle 8 on RS Card or visit
wwswiciaorg Publications
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“Its unique horizontal cut allows you to
shave unsightly tree roots, without cutting
them,” according to Kainz, adding that it
“also helps operator friendliness by redue-
ing machine kick back.”

“The Husqvarna

SGI3 removes

ﬂ‘?’%'.m. R

Husqvarna, says of his company’s comn-
pact contribution to the market. “This
professional stump grinder features o
powerful Honda engine and carbide teeth
to ensure superior results. The versatile
construction allows the user to work n

1. P. Carfton’s SPT15’s innavations include the highly efficient Razor Cutting Systam.
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CONGRESSMAN TREY GOWDY (SC-04)
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
101 W. SAINT JOHN ST., SUTTE 203
SPARTANBURG, SC 29306
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